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ing in favour, if not in its own National Hall, yet with the
Nation, especially with Paris. For in such universal panic
of doubt, the opinion that is sure of itself, as the meagrest
opinion may the soonest be, is the one to which all men
will rally. Great is Belief, were it never so meagre; and
leads captive the doubting heart. Incorruptible Robespierre
has been elected Public Accuser in our new Courts of Judi-
cature ; virtuous Potion, it is thought, may rise to be Mayor.
Cordelier Danton, called also by triumphant majorities, sits
at the Departmental Council-table; colleague there of Mira-
beau. Of incorruptible Eobespierre it was long ago pre-
dicted that he might go far, mean meagre mortal though he
was; for Doubt dwelt not in him.

Under which "circumstances ought not Royalty likewise
to cease doubting, and begin deciding and acting? Eoyalty
has always that sure trump-card in its hand: Flight out of
Paris. Which sure trump-card Eoyalty, as we &ee, keeps
ever and anon clutching at, grasping; and swashes it forth
tentatively; yet never tables it, still puts it back again.
Play it, 0 Eoyalty! If there be a chance left, this seems it>
and verily the last chance; and now every hour is rendering
this a doubtfaler. Alas, one would so fain both fly and not
fly; play one's card and have it to play. Eoyalty, in. all
human likelihood, will not play its trump-card till the hon-
ours, one after one, be mainly lost; and such trumping of it
prove to be the sudden finish of the game !

Here accordingly a cpiestion always arises; of the pro-
phetic sort; which cannot now be answered. Suppose Mira-
beau, with whom Eoyalty takes deep counsel, as with a
Prime Minister that cannot yet legally avow himself as suclx,
had got his arrangements completed f Arrangements he has;
far-stretching plans that dawn fitfully on us, by fragments,
in the confused darkness. Thirty Departments ready to sign